NORTHWEST ATHLETIC CONFERENCE (NWAC)
GARY KNUTZEN AGAINST ALL ODDS AWARD
CRITERIA & PROCESS
History
In 1963, Gary Knutzen was hired by Skagit Valley College. In 2015, after 52 years of service, he retired from his role of Athletic Director. He was instrumental in the original formation of the current Northwest Athletic Conference (NWAC). Gary’s service to the NWAC gives him “legend” status and would ensure that his name and memory live on through NWAC organization. The focus of honoring a student athlete who has endured significant obstacles in pursuit of their degree and competing, is something that should be recognized and honored.
Criteria for Eligibility
1.  A second year (sophomore eligibility) athletic participant who has overcome significant life obstacles to attend college and compete.
2. Displayed an attitude of perseverance, resilience, and is an outstanding teammate.
3. 2.50 minimum GPA
4. Accumulated 72 credits by the conclusion of winter quarter.
5. Winners need to be enrolled in the fall quarter of the next academic year.
Nomination Procedure
1.  College athletic director or coach completes the Gary Knutzen Against All Odds Award Nomination form for qualifying students.
2. Attach a copy of most recent unofficial NWAC college transcript.
3. Provide one letter of recommendation from student-athlete’s coach or athletic director.
4. Email a completed packet of documents to Jim Fitzgerald at james.fitzgerald@ccs.spokane.edu by May 12.

Awards
The winner will be selected by the Conference office.
The winner will be notified by the Conference office.
The winner will be awarded a $1,000 scholarship to be used at the institution they transfer.
The winner is invited to attend the annual Hall of Fame banquet to receive recognition of their scholarship. Details to be provided in May to the winner.









NORTHWEST ATHLETIC CONFERENCE (NWAC)
GARY KNUTZEN AGAINST ALL ODDS AWARD
NOMINATION FORM
Return all information to james.fitzgerald@ccs.spokane.edu by May 12

Name		_____________________________________________________________________
Address 	_____________________________________________________________________
College	__________________________		College Major _______________________
Sports Participated In:	(M)   (W)  ________________________________________________
GPA	_____________		Educational Goal	_____________________________________

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
High School	_____________________________________________________________________
College(s) attended if other than NWAC college currently attending:
__________________________________________________________________________________
**Please attach a copy of student’s most recent NWAC college unofficial transcript and ONE letter of recommendation from student’s coach or athletic director.

ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION: Indicate sport(s) and year(s)
High School	_______________________________________________________________________
		_______________________________________________________________________
		_______________________________________________________________________

College	________________________________________________________________________
		________________________________________________________________________
		________________________________________________________________________

Submitted by:	_________________________________________________________________
